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Dual Hurricanes Batter Gulf Coast Less Than Two Weeks Apart

BY GABE SUS
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The The Gulf Coast was slammed in recent weeks
by two hurricanes. Hurricane Helene and Hurricane
Milton made landfall on September 26 and October
9. The two storms are among the deadliest storms in
recent years. Helene was the deadliest hurricane in
the Atlantic since 2017’s Hurricane Milton, and the
deadliest to hit the continental United States since
Katrina in 2005. Milton has been rated the strongest
tropical cyclone worldwide this year, becoming the
thirteenth named storm in 2024 alone. Combined,
both storms caused $97.5 billion dollars in dam-
age, killing over 300 people, and leaving many more
missing.

Helene was the second major hurricane of this
year. It began forming on September 22 in the Ca-
ribbean. By September 24, it rated as a tropical cy-
clone. It was then that the National Hurricane Center
named the storm Helene. By early in the morning on
September 25, Helene was strong enough to be clas-
sified as a hurricane. As it entered the Gulf of Mexico,
it reached Category 4 intensity by the next day, soon

thereafter making landfall in Florida’s Big
Bend region near Perry. Maximum winds
were reported to be 140 miles per hour. It
began moving inland, finally dissipating on
September 29 over Tennessee.

The response effort for Helene began
prior to when it made landfall. On October
6, President Biden released a statement,
reaffirming the federal government’s com-
mitment to help rebuild.

“Since before Hurricane Helene made
landfall, my Administration has mobilized
an intensive Federal response to ensure
impacted communities have the resourc-
es and support they need... my Admin-
istration is sparing no resource to sup-
port families as they begin their road to
rebuilding.” Additionally, the statement
notes, “Additionally, [President Biden] has
been briefed on Tropical Storm Milton as
it strengthens across the Gulf of Mexico
and the work my Administration is doing
to preposition life-saving resources in ad-
vance of the storm.”

Hurricane Milton, which began forming on Octo-
ber 5, made landfall on Florida’s west coast barely
two weeks after Helene. The highest winds recorded
by the National Weather Service reached 180 miles
per hour. It was the second Category 5 hurricane of
the season, and is the strongest tropical cyclone glob-
ally in 2024. Milton formed in the western Caribbe-
an and intensified as it moved eastward. By October
7, it became a hurricane. That same day, according
to the National Hurricane Center, it underwent rapid
intensification to reach Category 5 status. Over the
next few days, it faltered and surged, until it finally
dropped to a Category 3 storm when it battered the
Siesta Key barrier island in Florida on October 9. It
moved back into the Atlantic and dissipated over the
island of Bermuda on October 12.

Milton left 35 people dead, 6 missing, and an es-
timated eighty-five billion dollars in damage in its
wake. By October 13, over 250,000 Florida residents

had registered for federal and state aid. This is the
highest number of registrations in a day in United
States history. Many gas stations experienced fuel
shortages in the storm’s aftermath, prompting Flori-
da governor Ron DeSantis to open three “fuel distri-
bution sites,” where residents can get ten gallons per
person for free. According to the Associated Press,
DeSantis added that more sites may be opened in
the future. The state’s fuel reserve was also lever-
aged to refill gas stations that had ran dry. Air Force
One landed at MacDill Air Force Base on the 13th of
October to meet with officials and speak about the
response. The Florida Supervisors of Elections, the
state’s voting agency, took steps to ease restrictions
on voting and requested to move some polling places
to different locations. A number of media figures and
celebrities including Morgan Wallen, Tom Brady,
and Taylor Swift, donated millions of dollars for the
response efforts.

The hurricanes have also been a source of con-
troversy. Former President and current Republican
Presidential candidate Donald Trump criticized FE-
MA’s response on a visit to North Carolina. Accord-
ing to a CNN report, Trump repeatedly stated that
FEMA was spending relief funds on illegal immi-
grants—a claim that was “widely debunked” earlier
in October. In addition, according to an NBC report,
Trump stated that FEMA was disproportionately
aiding Democrats. During a White House press con-
ference, a reporter asked Biden if he had spoken to
Trump about the natural disasters. “Are you kidding
me?” Biden retorted. “Trump, get a life, man.”

The relief effort for both hurricanes is far from
over. With two separate storms slamming into the
coast in an unprecedented short time span, rescuers
are inundated with water and the Herculean task of
rebuilding is hampered by debris. Hurricane season
ends November 30, and forecasters warn that there
is a chance for another tropical cyclone—a precursor
to a hurricane—to form before then.

These are only two of the violent storms that have
rocked the region during what experts have called a
hurricane season like none other.

Leader of Hamas Killed, War in Gaza Continues

BY JOHN KELLY

Yahya Sinwar speaks at a meeting in Gaza City. An Israeli attack
killed Sinwar on Oct. 18. Photo by Adel Hana courtesy of AP News.

Lebanon and Israeli tensions have been height-
ened especially following the Israeli bombings of
the historical Lebanese cites in Tyre on their shared
border, one of which killed the possible successor
to the previously killed leader of Hezbollah, and the
Gaza bombings that, on October 18, killed leader of
Hamas, Yahya Sinwar.

Over the past month it has also dramatically
ramped up war efforts in Lebanon against Hezbol-
lah, Iran’s strongest proxy militia force, which had
been rocketing Israel in support of the Palestinians.
Around 1.2 million Lebanese have been displaced
following the Israeli warnings and strikes in the
populated cities of Lebanon. These bombings have
caused major outery from the U.N. and the Western
Hemisphere as Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
said, “Finding a quick solution to stop the bombings
of the historical sites in Tyre (Lebanon), is a necessi-
ty to peace and stability in the region.” This was sup-
ported by many office members who also stated their
call for Israel to back down in their current warpath.

Shockwaves have especially been sent through the
Middle East following the death of Yahya Sinwar, as
the United States reach to Israel claiming this to be

the perfect time for peace talks. Optimistic signs of
peace from Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu were
shown when he stated this death could signal, “The
beginning of the end,” of the war in Gaza. While
many Gaza citizens point to his alleged fight against
an attack drone as a ‘heroic death’ as a rallying cause
to resist Israeli forces.

The death of Sinwar coinciding with the new
ground invasion of Lebanon was met with extraor-
dinarily little opposition across the globe as Wash-
ington stays silent on the advances in Tyre, and Ne-
tanyahu denies any ‘invasion’ and warns Lebanon of
“destruction like Gaza” if they continue resistance
against Israeli forces.

Humanitarian concerns have grown in the region
as the U.N. Health Minister of Gaza said, “We call on
the world, which has failed to provide protection and
shelter for our people and has been unable to deliver
food and medicine, to make an effort to send shrouds
for our fallen.” In Gaza, especially following the in-
tensified missile assault in the Northern Gaza area
following the death of Sinwar, health authorities re-
ported at least 150 health institutions were destroyed
in Israeli bombings since the start of the war in 2023.

Death tolls in Gaza continue to be a marker of di-
saster in Gaza, as the number of deaths surpass for-
ty-thousand, injuries past one-hundred-thousand,
and displacements near two million out of the two
and a half million residents of the Gaza strip. These
numbers are pointed to by many officials in the Unit-
ed States as reason to pull back American support for
Israel, despite Israeli politicians claiming the num-
bers to be ‘exaggerated grossly.’

Washington has called on Israel to allow humani-
tarian aid to flow into the Lebanon and Gaza regions,
but they have repeatedly denied, citing the inflow of
weapons as the cause.

Tensions will continue to escalate in the region,
and with little change following the death of Sinwar
and ground invasion of Lebanon, which country will
get involved next is the question everyone is asking.

DONATE

The United Nations (UN) oversees humanitarian

aid provided by the following organizations:

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

The UN International Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF)

The World Food Program (WFP)

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR)

ADVOCATE

Reach out to local, state, and national

representatives to advocate for the victims of the
conflict in Gaza. To find the contact information of
Nebraskan representatives visit:

nebraskalegislature.gov/senators/senator_find.php

EDUCATE

Educate yourself and others by staying up to date
with information surrounding the conflict in Gaza.
Reputable sources for international news include,
but are not limited to, AP News, Al Jazeera, and

NPR.



